
.Our next live event.  

NASHiCS Networker,  
Hosted by DAC Beachcroft, in-person, at their offices - in the City of London.   

Date: Tuesday November 16th 2021. 

Time: 11.30am – 4.30pm.  
 Including Lunch, refreshments & reception. 

There is no charge. 
Theme : (based on previous delegate feedback ) 
Incident investigation, to include CQC’s approach to investigation, drafting     
effective witness statements, interviewing staff & preparation of robust internal  
investigations. 

We will use Case studies, interactive sessions and polls.  

Theme: Vaccinations policy updates – Legal activity ,What’s New? 

The afternoon will close with a dynamic “Key note” speaker followed by  a  
Drinks reception. 

Limited capacity, no charge – Members priority for booking  
prior to open release -  Book early!  Or join today. 

                    . 
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Follow us 

NASHiCS e-News.         

Here

Return event. 

Conversation & catch up sessions recommence.  
These FREE online sessions have returned.  

The new details for the Conversation & Catch Up are as follows: 

Date: First Tuesday of every month, next  on Tuesday 5th October 2021. 

Time: 10:30am to 11:30am   Platform: Zoom     
Meeting ID: 881 3909 7333    

Passcode: 478823  

For those who have not  experienced these 
online discussions.  

Why not have a look this year?. 
The topics are not set so just sign in and view.  

Ask any questions and/or make comments if you wish. 
There is no charge for the sessions and  

They are open to Members &  Non members. 
           Useful discussion?. You don’t know if you haven't joined in.  
                Look forward to seeing you. Don’t forget bring a cuppa with you. 
 

More event Info page 2 

http://twitter.com/nashics
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nashics
https://nashics.co.uk/?page_id=1984


Please pass the information onto colleagues and others you may think would be interested in the  

subjects being presented. 

Details for all events can be found on the events website  
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National Conference 2021.  
Discuss : Debate : Engage 

The Venue. 
Woodland Grange, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire. CV32 6RN. 

This message  is for all members & colleagues to let you know that NASHICS decided to postpone our Conference which was 
due to take place at Woodland Grange on the 29/30th Sept.  
 
Unfortunately, delegate bookings remained low, and it would not have been possible to achieve a successful, interactive event, as 
we have always been able to do in the past. 
In general, there remains a reluctance to go out and about to in-person events, due to the COVID situation, and of course as we 
are in Social Care, no person wants to be affected.  
 
The Events team are already looking to plan a Conference for a date in 2022.  
In the mean time keep an eye open for our Networkers and Webinars over the autumn.  
Details of the first are on page 1                                                                                             National Chair. 

NB All those who had booked were contacted and their money refunded by the Events Team. 

 

 

 

 

 

We were on display at the Dementia, Care & Nursing Home Expo earlier this month - having been in the diary for 

a long time, and with two false starts.  

At last NASHiCS was able to be part of the Expo at the NEC. Stand D72, was adorned with pop-ups, information all 

about NASHiCS, its membership benefits & example e-News along with the NASHiCS cat ( which was a crowd puller)  -  

It was great to be able to chat with a wide range of visitors, and although  we were not overrun, it gave us time for productive  

conversations allowing us to re-engage with many of our long standing contacts both exhibitors and visitors.    

On each day, as a partner of the show, we had chance to present in the seminar hubs, with a presentation titled  

"A safer and healthier care environment", delivered by David Hulton  NE member & Andy Hollingshead Vice Chair  

NASHiCS - both Divisional H&S Managers for Barchester Healthcare Ltd., once again another way to share our news and good 

practice advice. Expo 2022 now beckons!.  

Our thanks to Linda Dixon, David Hulton, Chris Jackson and Andy Hollingshead for all their support and engagement. 

 Our stand D72                                          Winner of the Chocolates Day 1.                                  Stand visitors 

Winner of the Chocolates Day 2  Jackie Wright   

https://nashics.co.uk/
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ConvaTec: AQUACEL Ag Dressing 
and AQUACEL AG+ EXTRA 
May 2021 
 
Wound management 
 

MHRA reference:  
 
2021/009/014/291/001 
 

Liko: OctoStretch with Stretch Lev-
eller, FlexoStretch, Stretch Level-
ler, LikoStretch 1900, LikoStretch 
Mod 600 IC  FA 2021-05-002-LUL-003 
Hoists and slings 
Model: 3156056, 3156057, 
3156200, 3156051, 
3156065, 3156065B 
MHRA reference:  
2021/008/026/291/009 

Philips: Infant/Child SMART Pads 
Cartridges 
August 2021 
 
Defibrillators, non  
implantable 
Model: M5072A 
 

MHRA reference:  
2021/008/024/291/014  

GS Elektromed: Corpuls3, 
Corpuls3T 
30 July 2021 
Defibrillators, non implantable 
 

 
MHRA reference:  
 
2021/008/017/291/001 

The Medical Devices Agency - MHRA 

publishes Field Safety Notices (FSN) 

for information only.  

If you have affected devices, the manu-

facturer or distributor should send the 

FSN  directly to your organisation.  

Those shown here are only a 

selection that may be more 

pertinent to Social  Care. 

NFCC delighted to welcome 
the publication of the  
Protection Fire Standard. 
 
The National Fire Chiefs Coun-
cil is delighted to welcome the 
publication of the Protection Fire Standard by the Fire  
Standards Board.   
 
Launched at the Prevention & Protection Conference this 
month, the Protection Fire Standard aims to 
bring a  
consistent national approach by fire & rescue  
services to deliver effective and efficient fire  
protection activities within their local  communities.   

New funding will help businesses to carry out fire 
risk assessments. 
The government has provided nearly £200,000 to fire chiefs in 
a bid to help businesses understand fire safety through the 
development of a new fire risk assessment tool. 
West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service has been awarded a 
grant from the Regulators’ Pioneer Fund. This is a new funding 
pot encouraging the creation of a UK regulatory environment 
that supports innovation and growth. 
Teaming up with the National Fire Chiefs Council, University 
of Northampton, & Eyecademy Ltd, the West Sussex-led 
project will deliver a new web-based fire risk assessment tool.  
The interactive tool will improve users' under-
standing of fire safety. 

Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) Identity checks 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic.  
Care providers who recently received an email from Vibrant 
Nation. 
Some care providers will have recently received an email from 
Vibrant Nation asking them to take identity documents to their 
local post office to have them checked and verified.  
This is following a virtual DBS Identity 
check during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
If you receive this email, please follow 
the instructions  contained within.  
 
If you have any queries please contact  
Vibrant Nation on 02920 334995 or  
 
DHSC publishes COVID-19 Winter Plan. 
The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC)  has  
published its autumn & winter COVID-19 plan. Sept 15th. 
 
 
Comment. 
Prior to the latest Government announcements,  
Stephen Chandler, ADASS President, said, ‘Adult social care 
must be central to the Winter Plan and not an afterthought. We 
hope that the plan incorporates the recommendations of the 
excellent work led by David Pearson and involving colleagues 
across the sector which reviewed last year’s 
plan…..’ 

Consultation on the future regulation of medical  
devices in the United Kingdom. 
Medical devices in the UK are currently regulated under the 
Medical Devices Regulations 2002.  
Following the UK’s departure from the European Union, the 
MHRA now has the opportunity to create a world-leading     
regulatory framework that prioritises patient safety while  
fostering innovation, including streamlining the approval of  
medical devices. 
A welcome is made for the views of patients, medical device 
researchers, developers, manufacturers & suppliers, clinicians, 
other healthcare professionals and the wider public to help 
shape the future approach to regulating medical devices in UK. 
To share your views on this  
consultation complete the online 
survey. 
MHRA have scheduled two webinars that will provide more 
background to this consultation.  
Find out more about these in the registration pages for these 
events - one aimed at industry and one aimed at patients 
and the wider public. 

Webinar:1 Date: Thursday 14 October 2021 - 
Time: 10:30 until 11:30 (BST)  

 
 

How to move, lift & handle some-
one else. 
The most common injuries carers get are 
back injuries ,limiting your movement & 
your ability to care for someone. It could 
take a long time for you to recover. 
Lifting someone incorrectly can also  
damage fragile skin, cause shoulder & 
neck injuries, increase existing breathing 
difficulties, or cause 
bruising or cuts. Read More 

Read 

Email 

Read More 

Read Plan 

  Read 

 Consultation details 

Webinar 1 

https://mhra-gov.filecamp.com/s/FnE0eYsDuEuqKrK9/d
https://mhra-gov.filecamp.com/s/7WEeoVI4T3c52BXT/d
https://mhra-gov.filecamp.com/s/mbS1eUiKQP1YcUMe/d
https://mhra-gov.filecamp.com/s/cL3xinRAFzh54z0u/d
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mhra-consultation-on-future-medical-devices-regulation-in-the-uk-industry-tickets-166144503683
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/consulting-on-the-future-of-medical-device-regulations-in-the-uk-tickets-166152393281
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/consulting-on-the-future-of-medical-device-regulations-in-the-uk-tickets-166152393281
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/social-care-and-support-guide/practical-tips-if-you-care-for-someone/how-to-move-lift-and-handle-someone-else/
https://www.nationalfirechiefs.org.uk/News/nfcc-delighted-to-welcome-the-publication-of-the-protection-fire-standard/275211
mailto:admin@vibrantnation.co.uk
https://www.caremanagementmatters.co.uk/dhsc-publishes-covid-19-winter-plan/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-autumn-and-winter-plan-2021
https://www.thefpa.co.uk/news/new-funding-will-help-businesses-to-carry-out-fire-risk-assessments-
https://www.surveys.mhra.gov.uk/613cff3142a2b02700706bad
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mhra-consultation-on-future-medical-devices-regulation-in-the-uk-public-tickets-166152393281
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CQC tells Rowde in Devizes that 
urgent improvements are  
needed to be made following 
July inspection 21.  

Rowde in Devizes, Wiltshire is a care home for up to 37 people 
with learning disabilities &/or autistic people. 5 bungalows on 
one site & have their own rooms, & access to communal areas 
such as dining rooms & lounges. 
Following the inspection, Rowde has been rat-
ed inadequate overall & placed into special 
measures.  
It has also been rated inadequate for being safe and well-led 
and requires improvement for being effective. 
 
CQC rates West Bromwich service for people with a 
disability inadequate and places it in special 
measures. 
CQC inspected Sandwell Community Caring Trust in June. 

The service is run by a charity & cared for 150 people across 66 
supported-living settings at the time of the inspection.~~~~~~ 

CQC’s inspection found it made decisions about people’s care 
without involving them and & where it had no legal authority to 
do so.  
This included administering their medicines covertly and using 
surveillance equipment, which did not follow the 
principles of the Mental Capacity Act. 

 
NB  The charity for people with learning disabilities has said 

it is “devastated” after being rated ‘Inadequate’ by the CQC. 

Country Court closes nursing service at care home 
after Inadequate rating. 
Priory Court Care and Nursing Home in Burnham-on-Sea was 
rated Inadequate following an inspection in July. 
The provider said that following a review of the report and the 
long-term sustainability of nursing care in the home, it had taken 
the “difficult decision” to close the nursing beds in order to make 
the required improvements and focus on providing the best  
possible residential care. 
 

Care provider fined for failing to manage risk of  
service user. 
The Action Group, who provides support to children & adults, 
has been fined £20,000 after HSE investigated how risks to staff 
were assessed, in the wake of an attack on an employee by one 
of its service users. 
Edinburgh Sheriff Court heard that a female employee of the 
Action Group was abducted, assaulted, sexually assaulted and 
raped in 2018 while visiting the home of a male 
service user to provide support and care. 
The group was fined £20,000. 
 
T-Gem Healthcare. 
Three Failure to Comply Notices were issued to T-Gem 
Healthcare on 6 August 2021 and in relation to safeguarding, 
governance and medicines management. 
Compliance required by 02 November 2021 

 

 

Nottinghamshire care provider fined after woman was 

raped. 

A care provider has been fined £363,000 after it failed to protect 

people it cared for from sexual assault. 

The care company, which cannot be named for legal reasons, 
pleaded guilty to failing to protect a woman who was resident at 
a care home it runs in Nottinghamshire from abuse & improper 
treatment.  
This resulted in her being sexually assaulted. 
 
It also pleaded guilty to exposing the home’s other residents to 
significant risk of avoidable harm by failing to safeguard them 
from the risk of abuse. 
The company was also ordered to pay 
£12,441.28 costs to the CQC, which  
prosecuted these criminal offences. 
 
Council claims Ombudsman request for it to process 
DoLS applications within set time constraints “not 
possible”  
Kent County Council has said it believes it is not possible to 
comply with a recommendation made by the Local  
Government & Social Care Ombudsman to process all Depri-
vation of Liberty Safeguard (DoLS) assess-
ments in a timely manner. 
The Ombudsman investigated the council after 
receiving a   complaint from a man whose wife was placed in a 
care home against her wishes following a hospital stay. 
The investigation found that Kent did not complete an official …. 
 
High Court hearing on Covid care home deaths set for 
October. 
A legal challenge over government decisions and measures 
taken in relation to care homes during the early stages of the 
pandemic will be heard in October.  
The full hearing of the judicial review will take place at the High 
Court in London from October 19 expected to last four days 
Over DHSC, NHS England & PHE  handling of the pandemic. 

The challengers argue that the treatment of care homes up to & 
during the pandemic was unlawful, including guidelines  
allowing Covid-19 patients to be discharged from 
hospitals into care homes untested.  

 
Care provider’s registration suspended following 
‘serious concerns’ 
The Care Inspectorate has begun legal action to cancel the 
registration of a Lockerbie care home after an inspection iden-
tified “serious and significant concerns”. 
Action has been taken against Singleton Park Care Home  
following an inspection that identified significant concerns. 
The regulator said “none of the required improvements” had 
been made at the service following the issuance of an Improve-

ment Notice & it  had, therefore, submitted an application to the 
sheriff court to cancel the provider’s registration . 

 Prosecutions and some legal stuff. 

Read More 

Read 

Read 

Read 

Read More 

Read More 

CONSULTATION. 
Giving care home residents the right to see and spend time with those who are im-
portant to them. 
Views sought on the best way to introduce ‘Anne’s Law’.  
The public are to be asked for their views on the best way to support people who live in adult care homes 
to maintain connections with family and friends.  
A five-week consultation is to be held on introducing Anne’s Law – to ensure people who live in 
adult care homes have rights to be able to have direct contact with people who are important to 
them in order to support their health and wellbeing. Closes  2nd November 2021 

Consultation details 

Read 

Read 

https://www.rqia.org.uk/Inspections/View-Inspections-as/Map/T-Gem-Healthcare-(1)
https://www.cqc.org.uk/news/releases/cqc-tells-rowde-devizes-urgent-improvements-are-needed
https://www.cqc.org.uk/news/releases/cqc-rates-west-bromwich-service-people-disability-inadequate-places-it-special
https://www.cqc.org.uk/news/releases/nottinghamshire-care-provider-fined-after-woman-was-raped
https://press.hse.gov.uk/2021/09/22/care-provider-fined-for-failing-to-manage-risk-of-service-user/
https://www.localgovernmentlawyer.co.uk/adult-social-care/391-adult-care-news/48134-council-claims-ombudsman-request-for-it-to-process-dols-applications-within-set-time-constraints-not-possible
https://www.rqia.org.uk/RQIA/files/f8/f82de69c-8847-4b6e-b50e-6cd71d9f810a.pdf
https://consult.gov.scot/pandemic-response/annes-law-legislation/
https://careappointments.com/care-news/england/163333/government-has-not-handed-over-key-documents-on-care-home-covid-deaths-high-court-told/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-south-scotland-58487257
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Have you a question/query ? 

Do you need help with any aspect of  

Safety in Social Care?   
Just let the administrator know the details you require  

help with giving your  Name, Email  & phone.   
 

Happy to help through the e-News. 

Celebrate with Members your achievement.   

If you receive an award, special event  to celebrate just let the 
 administrator know with the details any  text  - photo  

 
Just another way for members to network.  
If you receive help, please ensure you acknowledge  
the help. Your colleagues would appreciate this. 
 
Please cc your replies to the requests received  to  
nationalchair@nashics.org 

Members do appreciate advice & comments from other      
colleagues when they request help. 
 

          Information is for sharing to help  

                   colleagues.  

 
 

 

 

 

Asking for help. 
Seeking registered nurses workshops - to develop care-home 
specific strategies for wellbeing …..THRIVE Study). 

Are you a qualified nurse working in a nursing home or care 
home for older people?  
If yes, or you know  a colleague, would you like to take part in 
two workshops about how best to help care home nurses’  
wellbeing? 

The workshops will be online & each will take approx. 2 hours. 
We are able to reimburse you for your time at £55 for each 
workshop. 

If you are interested, please contact either Dr Linda Birt 
linda.birt@uea.ac.uk; Tel: 01603 593298 or Dr Kathleen Lane 
kathleen.lane@uea.ac.uk; Tel: 01603 597218 from the  
University of East Anglia.  
If phoning either Linda or Kathleen, please leave a message 
on the answer phone and they will ring you back. 
Further details can be found on our  

                                              ~  
Membership 2021. 

Welcome to the following new Members. 

Keven Hewitt  Health & Safety Officer, Voyage Care. 
Clinton Taylor Group Clinical Director, Maria Mallaband. 
Lynn Jones Senior Governance officer, Cartrefi Cymru  
                                                                 Cooperative. 

                          ~   

What are your views, start a conversation. 

This article is from Sarah Hampson, of Ruth Lee, a Corporate 
member of NASHiCS as part of their members benefits -  
No going back to using people in training sessions 
The Coronavirus pandemic impacted the training techniques of 
safe resident handling.  
At the start of Covid restrictions, it became clear that using staff 
to play the role of the resident needed to be reviewed to comply 
with Government guidelines. 
This article concerns Staff training using the Ruth Lee 
Patient Handling Manikin. 

I you have any views experience we 
would be grateful if you would let us 
know. Administrator@nashics.org  
 

           Support Your Association 

 

                 Social Care Day of Remembrance and Reflection launched. 
 
Social care bodies across England have joined together to launch Social Care Day of Remembrance and Reflection honouring 
the work and lives of the adult social care workforce during the pandemic.  
A total of 21 organisations supported by Social Care minister Helen Whately have come together to launch the memorial day 
being held in March 2022. 
An estimated 922 social care workers in England lost their lives between March 2020 & May 2021. 
A Memorial Wall and Thank You Wall have been launched on The Care Workers’ 
Charity website where people can share tributes to care workers lost during the pandemic 
and say thank you to those who provided vital support.  
Marking many months of sacrifice 
The past year has been a difficult time for the en- tire adult social care workforce, across the 
adult social care sector.  
 

 MARCH 2022 Share your tribute on the wall 

Thrive website 

Patient Handling 

with Manikin 

mailto:administrator@nashics.org
mailto:administrator@nashics.org
mailto:nationalchair@nashics.org
mailto:linda.birt@uea.ac.uk
mailto:kathleen.lane@uea.ac.uk
mailto:Administrator@nashics.org
https://www.thecareworkerscharity.org.uk/covid-19-tribute/
https://www.uea.ac.uk/web/about/school-of-health-sciences/research/projects/understanding-the-distinct-challenges-for-nurses-in-care-homes-learning-from-covid-19-to-support-resilience-and-mental-wellbeing
http://www.nashics.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Patient-Handling-Training-with-a-Manikin.pdf
http://www.nashics.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Patient-Handling-Training-with-a-Manikin.pdf
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Now Gas Safety Week is over for an-
other year,  
A big thank you for all your support. along with 
that  
thousands of other individuals & organisa-
tions, makes Gas Safety Week what it is - a 
vital campaign to ensure the nation is aware 
of the importance of gas safety. 
 
If you'd like to share any of your supporting activity 
with us for a chance to be included in the Gas Safety 
Week 2021 Report, feel free to email details & photos .  
 
Gas Safety Week returns 2022, scheduled  12-18 September.  
 
 
Social care expert advisory group appointed. 
The Migration Advisory Committee (MAC) has appointed four 
social care experts to advise on its adult social care  
commission.  

The appointees are:  
University of Amsterdam lecturer Dr. Franca van Hooren; 
Voluntary Organisations Disability Group chief executive  
Dr. Rhidian Hughes;  
National Institute for Health Research Health & Social Care 
Workforce Research Unit director Professor Jill Manthorpe & 
National Care Forum chief executive Vic Rayner . 
 
 
 
Blackwood Homes and Care to trial remote robots to 
assess residents. 
Blackwood Homes and Care is to trial the use of a remotely-
operated robot to give check-ups to care home residents with 
Alzheimer’s disease and other conditions. 
The pilot will use technology pioneered by The National  
Robotarium at Heriot-Watt University in Edinburgh & uses 
machine learning and tele-presence robotic technology to allow 
doctors to remotely assess a person’s physical and cognitive 
health from anywhere in the world. 
Toyota’s Human Support Robot will be used by the  
researchers alongside commercially available tele-presence 
robots. 
Heriot-Watt University says combining the sys-
tem with a tele-presence robot brings two major 
advances. 

Email 

Changes at the Department of Health & Social Care.  
Gillian Keegan MP has been appointed Care and Mental 
Health Minister, in the recent ministerial reshuffle,  
replacing Helen Whately &h as an extended role that includes 
mental health.   
She was previously Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Apprenticeships and Skills at the Department for Education.  
Helen Whately becomes Exchequer Secretary to the  
Treasury. 
Department of Health and Social Care. 

 Secretary of State for Health and Social Care –  
Rte. Hon Sajid Javid MP 

 Minister of State – Edward Argar MP 

 Minister of State – Gillian Keegan MP 

 Parliamentary Under Secretary of State –  
Maggie Throup MP 

 Parliamentary Under Secretary of State –  
Maria Caulfield MP 

         Parliamentary Under Secretary of State –  
            Lord Kamall. 
 
Professor Martin Green OBE takes over chair role of 
Care Provider Alliance. 
From Kathy Roberts as chair of the CPA.. 
The CPA brings together the ten main national associa-
tions which represent independent and voluntary adult 
social care providers in England and ensures a coordi-
nated response to the major issues that affect it. 
 
Martin Green is chief executive of Care England.  
The chairmanship of CPA will run for one year.  
 
Falls Prevention week has just finished,  but we have 
been sent this animated video produced by three Welsh third 
sector charities to highlight falls prevention work.  
The animation is part of their Winter Preparedness Campaign: 
Keep Safe, Keep Warm, Keep Connected, Keep Healthy, & 
a longer animation will come on stream as well as a campaign 
plan for Winter Preparedness, in October .  
Thanks to member Anthony Arcari who sent this to us. 
 
English -  
 
Welsh -   

Read 

Group work details 

Read 

Reform summit held to overcome challenges.  
The Health and Social Care Secretary held a summit for sector leaders and experts to help shape reforms.  
Health and care sector leaders and experts were brought together on Monday 20 September by the Secretary of State for 
Health and Social Care, Sajid Javid, to help shape healthcare reform. 
The summit invited open discussion to help shape and drive reform, covering NHS elective recovery, wider social care system 
reform, preventing ill-health and closing health disparities, and achieving greater integration. 
 
Attendees included NHS Chief Executive Amanda Pritchard as well as NHS senior leadership and local leaders,  
social care, public health leadership, medical colleges, membership organisations, think tanks, charities & local government.  
 
£1.4 million project to improve flu jab uptake in care home staff. 
Researchers at the University of Liverpool are part of a new project to increase the number of care home staff that take up the 
flu vaccine. 
The project, led by the University of East Anglia (UEA) and funded by the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR), will 
test different ways of encouraging staff to take up the vaccine. 
The team hope that their work will help reduce the number of cases of flu in care homes, and importantly – save lives. 
The three-year FluCare project also involves the University of Leicester and organisations including Public Health 
England, the National Care Forum, Care England, Boots UK and Day Lewis Pharmacy. 
 
Nearly 40% of people living in Britain have been caught out by severe winter weather, according to the latest 
research conducted by the Met Office. The research shows that of those who had been impacted by severe weather, over 

a third said they were caught out due to a lack of preparation.                                                  

Read  

Read 

Video Link  E 

Video Link  W 

Be Prepared 

mailto:marketing@gassaferegister.co.uk
https://careprovideralliance.org.uk/
https://chmonline.co.uk/green-takes-over-chair-role-of-care-provider-alliance/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/social-care-expert-advisory-group-appointed
https://www.thecarehomeenvironment.com/story/36543/blackwood-homes-and-care-to-trial-remote-robots-to-assess-residents
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/reform-summit-held-to-overcome-challenges
https://news.liverpool.ac.uk/2021/09/21/1-4-million-project-to-improve-flu-jab-uptake-in-care-home-staff/
https://youtu.be/TUvW9kgRnc8
https://youtu.be/zuemgyKrDOQ
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/about-us/press-office/news/weather-and-climate/2021/nearly-40-of-brits-caught-out-by-winter-weather
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Care home in France uses trained sniffer dog to detect positive Covid-19 cases in residents. 
Proven to be 48 hours quicker and less intrusive than a PCR test,  
Pokaa, a two-year-old golden retriever is working at a French care home to detect any positive Covid-19 cases in residents. 
Instead of residents having to endure swabs being taken from the back of the throat and in the nose for a PCR test, 
a cotton pad is placed under the armpit for five minutes, before being put in a sterile container. Pokaa then sniffs the 
cloth ……. 
Wine Not? Care Home Residents Tour The Wonderful World Of Wine  
Staff and residents at Barchester’s Hugh Myddelton House care home in Southgate were treated to a wine tasting masterclass 
hosted by Nick Parker and Lee Isaacs from Unity Wines.  
Wine can be a complicated subject and Unity Wines aims to help people navigate the different styles on offer in order to find the 
perfect wines for all of its customers. 
Nick and Lee took Barchester residents on a tour of the world of wine starting with a light, fresh Italian  
sparking dry white wine… 
Hallmark Care Homes Named Residential Care Provider Of The Year 

The prestigious Health Investor Awards, which took place recently at Grosvenor House in London’s Park Lane, seek to  
promote excellence and recognise outstanding performance in the independent healthcare sector. 
Hallmark were up against 11 other worthy finalists for the award, including Barchester Healthcare, Sunrise 
Senior Living and Care UK.  
The awards had a total of 181 finalists, making it one of the biggest events of the year for the health industry. 
Founder of Hallmark Care Homes and Executive Chair, Avnish Goyal said……. 

If you wish to contribute to an article either for the NASHiCS Website or eNews,  a publication that has asked for 
articles from NASHiCS, we  would like to hear from you..  
Any topic that you are expert in or have news/comments to make just contact the Administrator  email 
administrator@nashics.org  or National Chair  nationalchair@nashics.org to set the ball rolling. 

Important information about the flu vaccine. 
Every year in Scotland people are hospitalised with flu. This 
winter our immunity may be lower than usual, so it’s more    
important than ever to get the flu vaccine.  
The flu vaccine is a safe and effective vaccine, and gives the 
best protection against flu. 
The free flu vaccine is offered to social care workers who  
regularly deliver direct care & support.  
Having the flu vaccine will reduce risk of getting flu.  And 
spreading  to family, friends, colleagues & clients who may be 
more at risk of serious complications from flu. 
What should you do next? 
Please read the PHE leaflet 
 
Also the leaflet for 
 
 
Fire doors explained: A beginner’s guide. 
 
 
The importance of third-party certification in fire door 
safety. 
Industry professionals so often stress the importance of 
third-party certification for fire doors.  
Legislation in the fire safety sector is certainly undergoing a 
transformation in 2021, with the Fire Safety Act being final-
ised, as well as the introduction of the Building Safety Bill 
and its related secondary legislation.  
However, those in the industry are quick to 
point towards the need for more, such as 
ensuring products designed to keep buildings and occupants 
safe are fit for purpose. 
 
NHSE lab teams have identified a significant number 
of PCR tests being returned for analysis beyond their 
expiry dates.  
Whilst this does not pose any risk to individuals tested, care 
colleagues must make sure all tests returned to labs are in 
date. Any expired tests will be classed as void. 

To make sure you are using valid tests and minimise the 
chance of further void results, it is important 
to always note the expiry date and use 
tests in the order they were received. Dis-
pose of any expired tests and those within 
one week of expiry. 

NHSX partnership aims to boost digital social care. 
A new partnership between Digital Social Care and NHSX will 
give care providers and NHS organisations guidance and    
support materials to roll out digital social care records.  
Digital social care records enable improvements in the safety 

and quality of care and enable better communication between 

adult social care and health settings. They free up time spent by 

care workers and managers on administrative tasks and make 

sure that everyone has the right information they 

need to deliver the best possible care. 

A National Care Service for Scotland. Consultation. 
This sets out proposals to improve the way they deliver social 
care in Scotland. 

The importance of social care services has never been clearer 
than during the pandemic. In future, they want to make sure 
that the social care system will consistently deliver high quality 
services to everyone that needs them, throughout  Scotland.  
Care is an investment in our communities and the economy.  
We want to change the system from one that supports people 
to survive to one that empowers them to thrive, with human 
rights at the heart of it. 
Opened 9 Aug 2021  Closes November  2nd  2021. 

Consultation events. 
A series of online engagement events are being held in October 

to enable stakeholders, individuals and communities to come 

together to share their views on the  

National Care Service. 

Temporary medical exemptions for COVID-19  
vaccination of people working or deployed in care 
homes. 
On a temporary basis, from 15th September, people working or 
volunteering in care homes who have a medical reason why 
they are unable to have a COVID-19 vaccine will be able to self
-certify that they meet the medical exemption criteria . 
This temporary self-certification will expire 12 weeks after the 
NHS COVID Pass system is launched.  
 

Social Care Workers 

PHE Scotland 

See you next time  October 26th 2021  
Keep Safe. 

 Read 

Read More 

Details 

Guide 

Read details 

Label Details 

Read 

Begin Consultation 

Full details 

mailto:administrator@nashics.org
mailto:nationalchair@nashics.org
https://www.digitalsocialcare.co.uk/support-for-care-providers-to-adopt-a-digital-social-care-record/
https://www.nhsx.nhs.uk/key-tools-and-info/adult-social-care-digital-transformation/
http://www.healthscotland.com/uploads/documents/60140-Flu%20vaccine%20leaflet%20for%20social%20care%20workers-Sept2021-English.pdf
http://www.healthscotland.com/documents/60140.aspx?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.carehome.co.uk/news/article.cfm/id/1655544/care-home-sniffer-dog-covid-19-residents
https://thecareruk.com/wine-not-care-home-residents-tour-the-wonderful-world-of-wine-2/
https://thecareruk.com/hallmark-care-homes-named-residential-care-provider-of-the-year/
https://www.ifsecglobal.com/global/fire-doors-for-beginners/
https://www.ifsecglobal.com/fire-features/the-importance-of-third-party-certification-in-fire-doors/?elq_mid=6353&elq_cid=654
https://wiredplusimg.s3.amazonaws.com/Sx1iaZDJ/LABEL%20EXAMPLE%20TO%20PRINT.pdf?utm_campaign=ALL+ASC+%2B+MOJ+test+kit+expiry+information&utm_content=dhsc-mail.co.uk&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Department+of+Health+and+Social+Care&link_index=1
https://chmonline.co.uk/nhsx-partnership-aims-to-boost-digital-social-care/
https://consult.gov.scot/health-and-social-care/a-national-care-service-for-scotland/consultation/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/temporary-medical-exemptions-for-covid-19-vaccination-of-people-working-or-deployed-in-care-homes
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An annual gas safety check can keep us all safe. 
As winter approaches, we are all looking to crank up the central heating ready for that first cold snap. While gas is a   
safe and efficient way to heat our homes and water, if not properly maintained, appliances can pose a potential risk  
to ourselves and our neighbours. It’s important that we make sure our boilers, cookers, fires and all other gas 
appliances are checked on an annual basis.  
 

Asbestos can be found in any building built before the year 2000 & causes around 5,000 deaths every year. 
Whether  a tradesperson, building owner, licensed contractor, or a member of the public, the HSE website offers advice and 

guidance on what you need to know.  

Good ventilation in the workplace can help reduce the spread of coronavirus. Its not gone away yet. HSE is 

supporting businesses to reduce the risk of coronavirus as more people return to the workplace. 

Alongside cleaning, hygiene and handwashing, good ventilation is one of the best ways to reduce the spread of coronavirus in 

the workplace. 

As coronavirus spreads through the air, the virus can build up in poorly ventilated areas, increasing the risk of 

infection. It is a legal requirement for employers to ensure an adequate supply of fresh air (ventilation) in  

enclosed areas of the workplace.  

Maximising the fresh air in a space is your goal. -Natural - Mechanical - Fans or combinations a 
combination of natural and mechanical ventilation 

Leading care organisations call for urgent support on 
staff shortages. 
Leading social care organisations have written to the govern-
ment urging immediate support to address “serious staffing 
shortages” being experienced across the sector. 
In the joint letter to Home Secretary Priti Patel, Health Secretary 
Sajid Javid and Chancellor Rishi Sunak, the organisations set 
out a series of immediate steps to ensure social 
care can recruit and retain an adequate workforce.  
 
National Care Group launches apprenticeship 
scheme to plug skills gap 
National Care Group has launched an academy and appren-
ticeship programme to help kick-start a career in care for the 
next generation.  
Introduced to pave the way for school leavers to train & develop 
the National Care Group Academy and Support Worker  
 
Apprenticeship programme offers candidates the opportunity to 
learn on the job and gain care qualifications at the same time.  
There are no academic requirements to become an apprentice 
at the Academy. Instead, the ideal candidate is based on  
personal attributes, including being eager to learn, hard-

workng, instinctively caring and flexible. 
 
Skills for Care opens call for 2021-22 Workforce De-
velopment Fund. 
The Workforce Development Fund (WDF) 2021-22 is now open 
to adult social care employers in England to support the       
development of their staff at all levels.  
The fund, which Skills for Care distributes on behalf 
of the Department of Health and Social Care,   
offers funding for a wide range of qualifications, 
learning programmes ….. 
 
University project aiming to improve care staff ‘flu 
jab uptake 
Researchers at the University of East Anglia (UEA) have 
launched a project to increase the number of care home staff 
that take up the ‘flu vaccine.  
 
The £1.4m FluCare project, funded by the National Institute for 
Health Research (NIHR), will test different ways of encouraging 
staff to take up the vaccine. 
The team hope that their work will help reduce the number of 
cases of flu in care homes, and importantly – save 
lives. 

Welsh Government  announces £48m Covid recovery 
fund to support social care. 
Deputy Minister for Social Services Julie Morgan says the  
majority of the funding – £40m – has 
been allocated to local authorities 
and will be used to help the social 
care sector meet the ongoing chal-
lenges caused by the pandemic. 
A further £8m will fund a number of specific     
priorities, including extending the carers support 
fund; tackle loneliness in older people; investing in 
the social care workforce. 
 
The end of life care update quality standard (QS13). 
has been published.. 23rd Sept. 
You can view the quality standard by 
following this link:  
 
Centenarians increase by 13% over the last year  
There were 960 centenarians (people aged 100 
and over) in Scotland in 2020, according to  
figures… 
 
The Welsh Government has published new guidance 
on water mist systems.  
Aimed at local authority building control and installers to assist 
compliance with building regulations. 
This new guidance sets out how installers of water mist       
systems can satisfy the requirements of Regulation 37a of the 
Building Regulations 2010. 
 
Automatic fire suppression is mandatory in new residential 
premises in Wales.  
New legislation in 2011 led to changes in the building           
regulations that came into force in 2013. 
The BRE was commissioned in January 2019 to write this   
guidance for the Welsh Government. It is primarily 
intended for use by Building Control Bodies to assist 
them in assessing water mist systems for new and 
converted domestic and residential buildings in Wales. 
 
Supporting better oral care in care homes. 
The care Inspectorate has  just published their good practice 
resource. 
 People living in care homes are at a greater risk of oral health 
problems & related conditions because of high levels 
of dependency, co-existing medical conditions,     
effects of their medication, physical disabilities & 
dementia or other cognitive impairments. 
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https://www.thecarehomeenvironment.com/story/36563/leading-care-organisations-call-for-urgent-support-on-staff-shortages
https://www.skillsforcare.org.uk/Learning-development/Funding/Workforce-Development-Fund/Workforce-Development-Fund.aspx
https://www.thecarehomeenvironment.com/story/36469/university-project-aiming-to-improve-care-staff-flu-jab-uptake
https://nation.cymru/news/welsh-gov-announces-48m-covid-recovery-fund-to-support-social-care/
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/qs13
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/news/2021/centenarians-increase-by-13-over-the-last-year
https://press.hse.gov.uk/2021/09/13/an-annual-gas-safety-check-can-keep-us-all-safe/
https://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/index.htm?utm_source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=guidance-push&utm_term=asbestos-1&utm_content=digest-15-sep-21
https://www.thefpa.co.uk/news/new-water-mist-systems-guidance-published?utm_source=gvconnect&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Newsletter%20and%20Promotions&utm_campaign=E-Newsletter%2009%2F09%2F2021
https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/documents/6292/Supporting%20better%20oral%20care%20in%20care%20homes%202021%20-%20final.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-machinery/air-conditioning-and-ventilation/index.htm?utm_source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=coronavirus&utm_term=ventilation-headline&utm_content=digest-15-sep-21

